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January 2026 

Dear Friends, 

  You might be surprised to see all four of our names on this letter. What could 

possibly bring together governors from different eras, parties, and perspectives? 

  The answer is simple: Donna Cooper. 

Each of us led Pennsylvania during different times, with different priorities and 

challenges. Yet we were united by one belief — that investing in children is the surest way 

to build a stronger Commonwealth. 

  Through budget battles, economic ups and downs, and shifting political winds, we all 

fought to protect education funding, expand health care, and open doors of opportunity for 

young people. And through every one of those fights, Donna Cooper was there — 

relentless, determined, and laser-focused on doing right by kids. 

Donna’s decades of leadership — from her years in public service to her 

extraordinary tenure at Children First — have left an unmistakable mark on Pennsylvania. 

Her passion for fairness, her command of policy, and her ability to bring people together for 

the common good have improved the lives of hundreds of thousands of children. 

  No matter our political differences, we can all agree on this: there has been no 

greater champion for children in Pennsylvania than Children First and Donna Cooper. 

 At the Children First Celebration last June, Gov. Shapiro said: “Donna has challenged 

me, and I appreciate those challenges, and I appreciate the fact that [she’s] made me a better 

public servant during my time in office…you are truly a treasure in this Commonwealth.”  

As Donna steps back from full-time leadership at Children First, we are confident that 

her legacy — and her voice — will continue to shape the future. Children First remains a 

powerhouse of advocacy fueled by a great heart, and we know Donna will keep speaking 

out for the most vulnerable among us, just as she always has. 
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This year, at the organization’s annual Champion for Children Celebration, they will 

rightly honor Donna Cooper for her lifetime of service. We hope you’ll join us in celebrating 

her remarkable career and ensuring her work continues. 

Enclosed is information from Children First on unique sponsorship opportunities and 

details about the event honoring Donna Cooper. Please consider supporting their efforts — 

and Donna’s enduring legacy — with your presence and generosity. 

  Together, let’s make this year’s Celebration a record one in honor of a woman who 

never stopped fighting for Pennsylvania’s kids and never will. 

  With deep gratitude and admiration, 

  

 

Governor Ed Rendell 

 

 

Governor Tom Ridge 

 

 

Governor Mark Schweiker 

 

 

Governor Tom Wolf 

 

Children First is a 501(c)(3) organization. All contributions are fully tax-deductible as allowed by law. 
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Celebrating the 2026 Champion for Children:  

Donna Cooper, Retiring Executive Director, Children First 
 
 

Friday, May 1, 2026, from 5:30pm – 9:30pm at Vie, 600 N. Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19130 
 

 

Presenting Sponsor - $25,000: Supports the preparation of hundreds of parents for effective meetings with state 

policy makers.  

Sponsor Benefits: Co-branding of the event, one group volunteer opportunity for your employee volunteer corps, 

full page ad prominently placed in our digital program book, brief speaking role, signage throughout venue, 

acknowledgement on Children First social media sites, top tier logo placement on promotional materials and 20 

tickets to the event. 

 

Championship Sponsor - $15,000: Underwrites events that showcase the benefits of early learning programs for 

state policy makers. 

Sponsor Benefits: High profile naming opportunity, full page ad prominently placed in our digital program book, 

acknowledgement of sponsorship including a corporate representative reading a short statement from your 

company during the opening program, acknowledgement on Children First social media sites, logo placement on 

promotional materials and 10 tickets to attend the event.   

 

Leading Sponsor - $10,000: Funds persuasive reports that underscore the urgent needs of children. 

Sponsor Benefits: Naming opportunity and company listed at the event, acknowledgement of your sponsorship 

during the opening program, acknowledgement on Children First social media sites, full page ad in our digital 

program book, logo placement on promotional materials and 8 tickets to the event. 

 

Advocate Sponsor - $5,000: Funds trips to the state capitol with parents and youth to make the case for investing 

in children’s futures. 

Sponsor Benefits: Company listed at the event, logo placement on promotional materials, acknowledgement on 

Children First social media sites, full page ad in our digital program book and 6 tickets to the event. 

 

Supporting Sponsor - $2,500: Pays for research to gather the facts needed to influence good policy making for 

children. 

Sponsor benefits: Company listed on promotional materials and at event, acknowledgement on Children First 

Facebook and Twitter, full page ad in our digital program book and 4 tickets to the event. 

 

Ally Sponsor - $1,500: Underwrites the production of our Parents Empowered for Change seminars, which teaches 

parents how to be better advocates and champions for kids. 

Sponsor Benefits: Company listed on promotional materials and at event, business card size ad or logo in the 

digital program book and 2 tickets to the event. 

This year, EVERYONE is a VIP as we gather to celebrate Donna with a big dance party. 

There will be no separate VIP meet and greet. 
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Celebrating the 2026 Champion for Children:  

Donna Cooper, Retiring Executive Director, Children First 
 
 

Friday, May 1, 2026, from 5:30pm – 9:30pm at Vie, 600 N. Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19130 
 

Sponsorship Response Form 

 

Contact Information 
 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Company: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

City: ________________________________    State: ________    Zip: _____________________ 
 

Phone: ______________________  Email: ___________________________________________ 
 

Additional contact person:  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Sponsorship Levels 

Presenting - $25,000      Championship - $15,000   Leading - $10,000 

Advocate - $5,000   Supporting - $2,500  Ally - $1,500    

RSVP before February 18, 2026 to be included on the invitation. RSVP by April 15, 2026, to be included in the digital program book and on 

event signage.  Send artwork to stevenf@childrenfirstpa.org as PDF or JPEG. 

 

Contribution Information 

By mail:  Checks payable to Children First, 990 Spring Garden Street, Suite 600, Philadelphia, PA 19123 
 

By credit card on our website: www.childrenfirstpa.org/2026celebration 
 

By credit card:  Name on Card: ________________________________________________  
 

Exp. Date: ____________ Card Type: _____________ Security Code: ____________ 
 

Credit card number: ___________________________________________________ 
 

Street address credit card is issued to with Zip: _____________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Authorized signature: __________________________________________________ 

 

Questions:  Contact Steven Fynes at stevenf@childrenfirstpa.org, 215-563-5848 x 111 

 

 

 

mailto:stevenf@childrenfirstpa.org
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BUILDING A MORE EFFECTIVE VOICE FOR CHILDREN 
 

Children First is a nonprofit organization dedicated to improving the lives and life chances of our region’s 

children through thoughtful and informed advocacy, with a priority of meeting the needs of Black, Hispanic 

and low-income children. Because we are the only advocacy organization in our region that looks out for the 

whole child, we are committed to systemic reform across the spectrum—from public education to 

healthcare, from infant nutrition to childcare and early education and better protection for vulnerable youth.  

Children First encourages and empowers communities to speak for all our children but tough times for many 

of them continue. The challenges children face don’t lend themselves to simple solutions. With more than 

four decades of experience challenging inequality, we know that only by addressing centuries of laws and 

policies that institutionalize racial inequality can we mend the harms of the past and spur progress for 

children. 

Since our founding more than 45 years ago, Children First has been a catalyst for significant policy changes 

that have benefited children in our city, region and state: 

• Ensuring that Pennsylvania enacted the CHIP program, which grants access to healthcare for children across 

the Commonwealth and has continued to fight for expanded health coverage. 

• Advocating for more progressive strategies to eliminate the disproportionate representation of Black and 

Brown children in the dependent and delinquent systems. 

• Combating racially biased practices in juvenile justice systems, we helped form the PA Youth Safety Coalition 

that is advancing reforms to end racial disparities and make our communities safer. 

• Leading the charge for full day kindergarten, which now reaches 10,000 Philadelphia school children and 

nearly half of the children attending public school in the suburban counties. 

• Playing a major role in statewide campaigns to improve the funding and performance of public schools and 

to get Paid Family Medical Leave in Pennsylvania. 

• Advocating for winning investment strategies for more high school students to access Career Related 

Learning resulting in a $30 million increase for CTE schools last year. 

The results are in for 2025. Every dollar donated to Children First generated $130 in permanent new public 

investment in the lives of children. Our five-year winning streak generated $2.3 billion in new recurring public 

spending that is nurturing the hearts, minds, and bodies of our children. This kind of impact takes the support of 

hundreds of donors and volunteers who propel us to victory. 

Now more than ever, kids need Children First to protect them from the hardships they face. Thank 

you in advance for supporting our work, so we’re able to continue to be the leading advocate for 

kids in PA. We must hold the line against policies that turn back the clock on progress.  
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